No one has ever doubted that to read and digest Shakespeare is a liberal education in itself, but the Theatres and Music HallB Committee were scarcely prepared to find that the immortal Bard's services may yet be pressed into the use of those who attempt to cure drunkenness. That his services would be of some value in this direction is evident from Mr. Irving's statement that the " Bells," when acted, produced a great consumption of brandy, while Shakespeare is nourished chiefly on soda-water.
The idea which has been put forward that an increase in the longevity of clergymen is due to the spread of the temperance movement amongst them is rather a slur upon those of a past generation. The 
